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(REGULATION AND CONTROL)
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(AS AMENDED TO DATL: )



THE NOISE POLLUTION
(REGULATION AND CONTROL) RULES, 2000

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS

NOTIFICATION

"15.0.123(E) - Whereas, the increasing ambient noise level in public places from
VAFIOLS sources, imter-alia, industrial activity. comstruction activity. :'| fire crackers. sound
producing instruments], generator sets, foud speakers. public:address systems. musie
systemys, vehicular horns and other mechanical devices have deletenous effects on haman
health and the psychological well being of the peoaple; it is considencd necessary W
regulate and control of noise producing and generating sources with the objective of
maintaning the ambient air guality standards in respect.of noise:

Whereas, a draft of Noise Pollution (Repulation and Control} Ruale, 1999 was
published under the notification of the Govermment of Indis in the Ministey of
Environment and Forests vide number 50,328 (L), dated the 28" Jung, 1999 inviting
ohjections and suggestions from all the persons likely to be affectud thereby. befiore the
expiry of the period of sikty days from the date on which the copies ol the Gusene
containing the said notification are made availeble w the public:

And, whereas, copics of the said Gazette were made available to the public on the
1% day of July, 1999;

And, whereas the objections and sugpestions receved from the public n respect
of the said draft rules have been duly considered by the Central Government.

Sow, therefore. in exercise of the powers conferred by elause (n) of sub-secion
{2y of section 3, sub-section (17 and clause (b} of sub-section (21 of section 6 and section
25 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 (29 of 1986) read with Rule 5 ol the
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Governmem hereby makes the
following rules for the regulation and control of nesse producing and generating sources.
Hae]y -

The Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules: 2HR,
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L SHORT-TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT.-

(1 These rules may be called e Nowse Pollution Ilicgu|;11i:r|1 nd Lot
Rules, 2000,

(23 They shall gome into foree on the date of their publication in the Orfierl
Crazelie.

2. DEFINITIONS.-
In these rules. unless the contest otherwise reguires.-

() “Act” means the Envurdnment (Protection) Aet. 1986 (2% of 1V8R)

(B) “ureadzone” means all areas which fall in cither of the four cateworics
grven m the Schedule mnesed 1o these rules:

'[{} "authority™ means and includés ainy autharity or atticer suthorized b
the Central Government. or ps the case may be. the Stune
Government in accorthmee with the Tows in foree and includes o
District Magistrate. Police Commissioner. or amy other offiver not
Below the rank of the Deputy Superintendent of Police destenated for
the mamtenance of the abient air guatin standards m respect of
noise under uny faw Tor the time being in foree|:

I[{lﬂ]' “eourt” means a governmental body consisting of vne or more judpes
whe sit 1o adjudicate disputes snd administer justice and inelades
any court of law presided over by judge. judeds or a miagistrale e
acting as a tribunal in eivil, wxation and eriminal cases:

(e} educational institution” means i sthool. sembnary.  vollese.
university. professional academics. training institutes  or other
educational establishment, not necessan |y a chartered instiution and
includes not only buildings. bl also all grounds necessan tor the
accomplishment of the full scope of educational nstruction.
mcluding those things essential to mental. moral and physical
development:
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(f1  “hospital” means an institution for the reception and carc of sick,
wounded. infirm or aged persons. and includes government or
private hospitals, nursing homes and clinics: ]

e} “person™ shall include amy company or association or hody of
individuals, whether incorporated or not:|

“Ithy “State Government” in relation 1o a Union territory means the
Admumistrotor  thereof appomted under article 239 of the
Canstitution:]

1{1” pltbllt place™ means any place to which the public have access
whether as of rght or not, and includes auditorium, hotels, public
waiting rooms. convention centres, public offices. shopping malls.
cinema hills, educational institutions, libraries. open grounds and
the like which are visited by general public; and

(b “night time™ means the peried between 10,00 p.m. and 6.00 a;m.)

3. AMBIENT AIR QUALITY STANDARDS IN RESPECT OF NOISE FOR
IMFFERENT AREAS/ZONES.-

(1 The ambient air quality standards in respect of Noise for different
arcus’aones shall be such as specified in the Schedule pmnexed 1o these rules

(2 The Stte Govermment '[,w.h-.ull cateponze] the arcas anto imdustrial.
commercial.  residential  or silence  arasiaones for the  purpose  of
implementation of noise standards for different arcas.

{41 The State Government shall whke measures for abaternent of noise including
minse enanating from vehicalar movements. [blowing ol homs.: barsting ol
sowind enmtting lire crackers. se of loud speakers or public sddress system and
sotind producing mstruments] and énsure that the existing nojse levels do not
exveed the ambient air quality standards speeified under these rules

{41 All development .uulh-hrftiu:s{. Tocal bodivs and other coneemvd autoriios
while planning developmental setivity or carryving oul funelions relating b lown
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and country planning shall take into consideration all aspects of noise pollution
as a parameter of guality of life to aveid noise menace and to achieve the
ohjective of maintaining the ambient air quality standards in respect of noise,

{5} An arca comprising nol less than 100 meters around hospitals. educational
institutions and courts mayv be declared as silence area’zone for the purpose of
these rules.

4. RESPONSIBILITY AS TO ENFORCEMENT OF NOISE POLLUTION
CONTROL MEASURES.-

{1} The noise levels i any arcl/zone shall not exceéed the ambient air guality
siandards in respeet of nodse as specified in the Schedule.

{2} The authoriy shall be responsible for the enforcement of noise poilution
control measures and the due complianee of the ambient air quality standards
in respect of noise,

113} The respective State Pollwtion Control Boards or Pollution Conirol
Commitiees in consultation with the Central Pollution Control Board shall
eollevt. compile and publish technical and satistical data relating o noise
pollution and measures devised for its effective presention. control - and
abatemant. |

5. RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF LOUD SPEAKERSTUBLIC ADDRESS
SYSTEM :|.-"|.."-'Il SOUND PRODUCING INSTRUMENTS].-

(11 A lowd speaker o a public address svstem shall pot be wsed except afler
ohiaimng written permissien from the authorty,

"“Z] A lowd speaker or o public address system or any sound producing
instrumem or o musical mstrument or o sowd amplifier shall not be osed ol
night time execpt m elosed premibses o commivmcation withing ke auditor,
conlference rooms, community halls, banguel balls or during b public
cmergency.|
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'[{3) Notwithstandinig anvthing contained in sub-rule (2), the State Governmin
may subject to such terms and conditions as are necessary to reduce noise
pollution. permit use of loud speakers or *[public address systems and the like
during night hours] (between 10.00 pm. w 12.00 midnight) on or during any
cultural or religious festive oceasion of a limited duration not exceeding fiftecn
days in all during a calendar year.] '|The Concerned State Government shall
generally specifly i advance. the number and particulars of the davs on which
such exemption would be operative].

‘[{4) The noise level at the boundary of the public place. where loudspeaker or

, public address system or any other neise source is heing used shall not exceed
10 dB{A) abiwve the ambient noise standards for the area or 75 dI3 A} whichever
15 lower.

(3} The penipheral noise level of a pavately owned sound system or a sound
producing instrument shall not. at the boundary ol the private place. exceed hy
miore than 5 dB3A) the ambient noise standards specihied for the arca in which i
1% tised |,

ali-\-lu':!"'-'l'ﬂll:?['lﬂlﬂ.':i ON THE USE OF JORNS, SOUND EMITTING
CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENTS  AND  BURSTING  OF  FIRE
CRACKERS.-
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(@) The incudence or continuance in or upon, any premiscs of
(1) Any viocal er instrumental music,

{i1) sounds caused by p|ﬁ:.'ing- beatmyg, clashing, blowing or use m
any mannet whatsoever of any instrument including loudspeakers,
"[public address systems, horn. construction equipment, appliance
iy s whansue v e auy AL AREAR TURAKRIGD ©« omhin ol neadidine o e
'[public address systems, horn, construction equipment, appliance
or apparatus]| or contnvance which 15 capable of producing or re-
producing sound,

:||,’iii] sound caused by bursting of sound emitting fire crackers, or]

(b} The carrying on in or upon. any premises of any trade, a vocation
or operation or process resulting in or atiended with noise,

The muthority empowered under sub-rule (1) may, either on its own (2}
on, of on the application of any person aggrieved by an order made under mo
=rube-{ 1), either rescind. modity or alter any such order: sub

provided that before any such application is disposed of. the said authonty
shall ailord w the applicant }[nnd 1o the original comphonant. as the case
may be| an opportunity of appearing before it either in person or by a
person representing him and showing cause aganst the order and shall. it
it rejecis any such application either wholly or in part. record its reasons
for such rejection.
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SCHEDULE

see rule 3(1) and 4(1)
Ambient Air Quality Standards in respect of Noise

Area Code Category of Area/Zone Limits in dBiA) Leg®

Day Time Might Time

(A)
(B)
()
(L)

Industrial arca 75 70
Commercial arca 63 55
Residential area 55 45
Silence Zone 50 40

Notes- 1, Day time shall mean from .00 & m. to 10.00 pm.

2 Night time shall mean from 10.00 p.m. 1o 6.00 a.m,

{3, Silence zone is an area comprising not lese than 100 metres  around hospitals,
educational institutions, courts, religious places or any other area which is
declared as such by the competent duthority].

4, Mixed categories of arcas may be declared as one of the four above mentioned

categories by the competent authority.

*dR(A) Leg denotes the time weighted average of the level of sound in decibels on
seale A which is relatable to human hearing,

A “decibel™ is a unit in which noise is measured.

“A" in dB(A) Leg. denotes the frequency weighting in the measurement of nolse and
corresponds to frequency response characteristics of the human ear.

Leq: It is an encrity mean of the noise level overd specific period.

Note:  The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India vide number, S.CH123(E), dated 14"

Fehgary, 2006 and subsequently amended vide 5 0L1046(E). daed 77 November, 2000, 5.0
|ORRE), dated 11" October, 2002, 5.0, | SHME), dated the 19" September, 2006 and 5.0.50(E),
dated 11" January, 2010
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